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Message by

Field Director

This is my second stint here in this fantastic
reserve, having been here earlier as deputy
director between 2002 and 2005. It is heartening
to find that some of the works we did in that
period, especially augmentation of the water
regime-over 30 earthen dams and the first two
dykes were constructed during that time- has paid
rich dividends and have actually transformed
Pench.

This transformation is reflected in the consistent
showing of Pench Tiger Reserve in the only All

India objective evaluation of tiger reserves in India.

The Management Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE)
involves the evaluation+ of our tiger reserves on
an objective set of parameters by a group of
independent experts. There has been three cycles
of this exercise in 2005, 2010 and 2014. In all of
them, Pench(MP) has been amongst the very best.
In the latest MEE, Pench occupies the second spot
behind Periyar Tiger Reserve.

Also heartening is the fact that tigers which | saw
as helpless just born cubs now rule the Park,

contributing tigers by the dozens to the landscape.

Collarwali and her littermate Baghinnalawali are
examples of what tigresses in prime undisturbed
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Subharanjan Sen

habitats are capable of. It is indeed gratifying that
Pench has made the difficult journey from a sink
for tigers in the 1990's to a throbbing source tiger
population now.

This success brings with it many challenges. Most
of the young tigers bornin Pench have to perforce
leave the protective confines of the park and
venture out into the landscape to find their own
territories. While this emigration is vital for the
landscape, it is obviously fraught with
innumerabledangers- from poachers to electric
lines to highways with ever increasing traffic. It is
therefore satisfying to see that tigers are still
managing to disperse to other areas successfully.
The emigration of four young tigers including two
tigresses to Bhandara division in Maharashtra in
2015 is a case in point.

The success in Pench has been possible because
of the hard work and dedication of our staff who
are amongst the best anywhere and the pragmatic
leadership provided by all the park managers
before me. It shall be my endeavour to maintain
and strengthen the good work done by everyone
who has worked in or has been associated with
the park.

Message by

Deputy Director

Dr. Kiran Bisen

A proper channel for information dissemination
minimizes all chances of confusion among
stakeholders and help in correct decision making.
At Pench, we have carried out some of the best
practices and some are yet to be implemented. We
succeed only when we are clear about our
directions, have accurate background information
and plan out our strategy before implementing
them. All successful plans start with studying the
facts, inviting possibilities and altering the things
that don't work.

“Pench Stripes” is a platform to seek suggestions
from and to highlight our management practices
to the outside world. Hopefully this endeavor of
the department will enable us to introspect about
suggestions and ideas received from a wide
spectrum of society.

February 2016 Pench Stripes | 4



The rash leopard
and the Tikari tiger

N estled in the sylvan,
verdant slopes of
Satpura hills there is a
compact wildlife reserve -
the Pench Tiger Reserve.
The story which | am going
to tell you today belongs
to a time when this tiger
reserve was a just born
national park and |, fresh
out of the Wildlife institute
of India, had joined it as its
Director.

The year was 1985, winter
was knocking and the

24.9.2009

freshness that the jungle
had donned after the rains
was beginning to fade, the
forest roads were strewn
with teak leaves and some
migrant birds had already
begun filling the crisp air
with their songs. Bhaiya lal
and | were on the Bison
camp -Tikari forest road;
as usual he was driving the
jeep, skillfully
maneuvering the vehicle
on a serpentine forest
road that meanders
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Blogger's
Park

© Suhas Kumar

through small hillocks and
shallow valleys. | had taken
on myself the task of
scanning the trees for
birds, the slopes for
animals and the road for
their footprints. While |
was all eyes for details
spread before me, at one
bend in the road, on a
young and tall teak tree -
not more than 30 years of
age- | saw scratch marks
that ran up from about 5'
above the ground and

went up to the crown -
some 25 feet above- a
leopard had shinned up
the tree in great hurry. |
got down from the jeep to
inspect the scratch marks.
These marks were fresh
for those were still wet
and the exposed fibres
quite supple. | went on to
search the gravelly road
and found some faint
pugmarks of a leopard,
following it were spoor of
a male tiger. The imagery,
of what transpired here
some hours ago, began to
form in my head - a
leopard, young,
inexperienced and
impetuous had treaded
foolishly in the resident
tiger's royal domain and
was caught red handed by
the king himself, who gave
a chase and the leopard
scurried up the teak tree
to save his skin- and
succeeded. | told Bhaiya lal
that this foolish leopard
had only a few days to live
unless he mends his ways.
Not very long afterwards,
a messenger came from
nearby forest office, as in
those days there was no
phone in my office, to tell
me that the ranger
Karmajhiri had called from
Khawasa to report that a
male leopard had been

killed by a tiger in Tikari
beat. The inevitable had
already happened and the
only thing left for me to do
was to inspect the scene
of scuffle and reconstruct
the train of event that
might have led to the
untimely dispatch of the
stupid leopard to arcadia.
When | reached Karmajhiri
forest rest house around 3
P.M., the range officers
and two of his guards
were waiting for me. The
two guards, young and
energetic fresh recruits, at
this time looked quite
excited and in a hurry to
recount the real life drama
that had unfolded before
their eyes and which,
apparently, had wrecked
their nerves. My task
became easier as there
were eye witnesses to this
rare incident. What they
had to tell me was - the
two of them, were
patrolling the jungle
together for their beats
were adjacent.

After walking for about
two miles on the forest
road they decided to leave
it and take up an animal
track that ran through a
thick lantana patch as it
was to save them half an
hour to reach
Kumbhababa patrolling

camp.
As soon as they started on
this animal track their
senses numbed and legs
stuck to the ground for
they found themselves in
the company of a huge
tiger just a few yards from
them. The tiger was
looking away in the
opposite direction towards
dense lantana bushes and
totally engrossed in
whatever he was doing.
His belly flushed with
ground, ears cocked, tails
twitching and eyes firmly
fixed on a tangle of
lantana bushes he
appeared as an
embodiment of a shooter
hell-bent on making a hole
into bull's eye. Gathering
courage both guards tip-
toed backwards looking
for a tree that could save
their lives. They were lucky
- a moyan tree was only a
few feet away - in great
haste they scurried up and
perched themselves on
two sturdy branches.
Feeling safe they were
ready now to witness a
real life drama. In these
few seconds the tiger had
inched near an opening in
the lantana bush and
suddenly a great clatter
and commotion began
inside the bush, following
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it a series of heart stopping roars, gurgles
and hissing and snarling ensued. Till then,
the shaken guards had no clue what was
inside the lantana bush and why the tiger
was so furious. And then they saw him -
he was a young leopard and he was in
deep trouble for there were no escapes
routes open to him - the only opening
was the one that the tiger had blocked.
Knowing his life threatening predicament
the leopard was determined to fight back
- so this was how the guards sitting in the
tree came to hear a medley of blood
curdling sounds and watch a very rare
and one sided brawl between two
graceful beasts of the jungle.

The fight, if we may call it so, had ended a
few seconds later but the tiger continued
to vent his anger by attacking the body,
turning and pushing it around and while
engaged in this task he continued to
make all sorts of noises he was capable of
making. A few minutes later he severed
the tail of the leopard and threw it aside
and began eating at the rump. But, soon
he lost interest in the leopard, sat there
for almost ten minutes and then got up
and moved towards Chchedia ghat. The
guards, though safely perched in moyan
tree were totally mesmerized and
numbed by that dream like episodes they
had witnessed a few moments ago. They
took almost 30 minutes to gather courage
to come down and after coming down,
without looking back, they sprinted 2
miles to Karmaijhiri to report the incident
to their range officer.

After getting this eye witness account, |
visited the spot where the leopard's body
spread soulless on the ground - within a
hollow under a lantana thicket - its torn
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tail lying by its side and a small portion of
the rump chewed up. In this forest patch
lantana was out of control, though for
deer lantana poses some barrier to their
free movement but for short sized
animals it provides a labyrinth of tunnels
underneath - tiger, leopard, bear, hyena,
jackal, and wild pig use this excellent
cover for resting, littering and ambush.
The leopard that was killed in an ambush
by the tiger was surely unlucky for he
chose a wrong bush to rest - the bush |
saw then was almost impenetrable except
from one side and the Tikari tiger had
blocked the only escape route. | saw the
signs of the rampage the Tikari tiger had
brought about inside the bush - some of
the inner clumps were uprooted and torn
to shreds and the ground soil was upset
as if the soil at places were worked with a
shovel - it was a scene of a battlefield
where a fierce battle had been fought a
few hours ago.

| was sad for the young leopard's
untimely departure, but this is how the
life goes on in the jungle - its denizens
always live on the edge of a precipice -
one slip and they go tumbling down to
arcadia to rest in peace forever. ®

Suhas Kumar
Retired Principal Chief Conservator of Forest

A cloud of winged termites at a light source
on the porch one summer night just after it
had rained.

Blogger's Park

Civilizations of the
Undergrowth

by Aniruddha Dhamorikar,
Kanha Pench Landscape
Coordinator, The Corbett
Foundation

he late summer showers
trigger a peculiar phenomenon

in the forests of central India. The
air is moist; the sky a riot of blues
and oranges separated by dark
wobbly clouds, and the ground is
moistened after a long spell of
dryness. This sudden change in the
temperature, humidity, and the
moisture in the ground has
signalled a sudden rapid change in
the undergrowth.

Underneath the surface of the
moisture-laden forests, a million
animals await to form their own
clouds. Vibrating and pulsating with
fervid life, the winged termites,
called alates, begin their nuptial
flight, volleying into the sky as if on
a mission. If you happen to be
sitting in the veranda, you will
witness an upheaval of countless
wings silently rising upwards with
the warm air that is expelled by the
cooling land, gliding down to the
lights on your porch, flying
aimlessly in an infinite loop around
an incandescent source of light. But
their flight is not aimless.

February 2016 Pench Stripes | 8



These winged termites
have risen from their
underground civilizations,
each representing their
own colonies, from every
corner of the forest, to
intermingle with one
another, mate, and start
their own new colonies.
They are the queens and
the kings who have sworn
to spread their parent
colonies wider and wider,
and the warm air currents
of the late summer are
just perfect for them to fly
long distances.

Yet they are stymied by the
light on your porch. And
nobody knows why.
Scientists have put forth
several theories for this
behaviour, such as for
navigation, for warmth,
because of their innate
attraction to UV light, or

because of confusing the
wavelengths emitted by

the light source for a mate;

perhaps all of them are
true, but the termites that
revolve around an
incandescent light are led
into a trap - mantises,
assassin bugs, geckos and
lizards lie in wait to make a
quick, easy meal out of
them.

Mornings reveal a
battlefield. Hundreds of
dead termites and double
the number of wings litter
the surface. But in this
war-torn zone of your
incandescent light, many
females have found males,
and have mated. As soon
as they are mated, the
male dies, and the female
begins the second, and
more tiring, part of their
journey. She breaks her

long leathery wings using
her hind legs, and seeks to
bury herself in the
undergrowth where the
soil is ideal for building her
own colony. This female,
the queen, may then live
for several years building
an army of her own, with a
fortress as tall as seven
feet high and just as deep,
and rest in peace in the
heart of her fortress as her
sister queens manage her
colony. But she might even
die by that artificial light or
in the undergrowth
because of exhaustion or
might turn up in the jaws
of predators that lurk
beneath.

The colony is a walled city
with roads and tunnels,
halls and granaries,
créches and gardens. Each
and every member

A swarm of male
alate ants is ready
to take to wing
at the onset of

monsoon.

contributes to its
functioning - some grow
fungus in the fungus
gardens for consumption,
some create a mulch of
wood and soil to plaster
walls - and some, like
soldiers, guard the
entrances- these soldiers
are here for a particular
reason.

Another social insect
prowls in the
undergrowth. Long, black,
and glistening as though
bathed in oil, the
individual members of this

Weaver Ant

carrying Bark Scorpian '

[
LR |

colony march in a single
long chain, one after
another, which has given

them their common name,

the Procession Ant
(Leptogenys sp.). They
form multiple, criss-
crossing highways in the
undergrowth, and their
colonies are usually
underground, barely
visible on the outside
except for a small opening
that is lined with soldiers
standing with their
mandibles stretched wide
open.

A gro vef'
form g brid
jomln ma.ll brangh

nk forea

a|
"l rof food

of Ma jt ee with th

A troop of Leptogenys is
on a mission. They've
gathered a force strong
enough to march towards
the nearest termite
mound, to force entry into
the fortress, and raid and
kill. The soldier termites,
the nasutes, gather
around the opening so as
to block it. A battle ensues.
They squirt an acrid liquid
that entraps and kills the
intruder, or thrust their
beaked heads into them
like a sword. The
mandibulated soldiers bite
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humans, largely lead peaceful lives. They
go about their duties with dedication to
their colony, and a majority of them
seldom engage in conflict. The battles are
rare occurrences, and only a few colonies
face them perhaps because of a resource
crunch. As many as five to six species of
ants often live in one square meter area
in a forest undergrowth, in complete
harmony, and ignore one another as they
go about their daily business just like in a
large human metropolis.

The lone or pair of ants we often see in
our veranda are scouting ants in search of
a food source. Once the scout has found a
food source, it estimates its size and goes
back to its nest, communicates the
information to its members, and follows
back to the food source. On this second
trip, often more than three and as many
as twelve ants are at its tail, nudging the
scout to proceed - a walk myrmecologists
call 'in tandem' - to the food source and
take it back to the nest.

There are some which have chosen the
simple life of scavengers and harvesters.
Some species of ants in the genus
Pheidole are especially selective about
their scavenging - they often scavenge
bodies of the large Camponotus sp. of
ants, and seem to decorate their ground
nest entrances with the heads of these
ants, perhaps as a grotesque warning to
the enemy! Other species of Pheidole and
the genus Monomorium are harvesters -
they harvest the seeds of wild as well as
domestic grasses such as rice and
wheat,remove the seed from the husk,
keep the seed in the granary and leavethe
husks outside the nests in a pile. Thin,
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long highways of harvester ants radiating
out from the stack of harvested rice and
leading to a small burrow in the ground
are common in agricultural fields in the
month of November.

The sheer abundance of ants and
termites has, quite naturally, led them to
be exploited by other animals as well.
Besides distinctly large mammals such as
the sloth bear and the pangolin which
feed primarily on ants and termites
(animals which largely depend on ants for
food are called myrmecophagous), the
Rufous Woodpecker, a rare bird of Pench
Tiger Reserve, nests in the arboreal wood-
mulched nests of the Crematogaster sp.
of ants. Several species of the blues family
of butterflies (Family Lycaenidae) exploit
an ant's sweet tooth for honeydew. Such
caterpillars have special glands called
myrmecophilus organs which open on
their backs and secrete sugary liquid that
attracts ants, and the ants in turn protect
them.

Many species of jumping spiders in the
genus Myrmarachne mimic ants, and are
often species-specific mimics, like masked
infiltrators that prey on ants. The antlions

build sand traps in strategic locations
where movement of ants is common, and
some areas appear as minefields for ants
- one missed step and they fall inside the
collapsible walls, and into the wide jaws of
this ambush hunter. Some insects, such
as the hatchlings of broad-headed bugs
mimic ants perhaps because looking like
one offers protection. Some assassin
bugs adorn dead bodies of their ant
victims on their backs for camouflage.
Some crickets and beetles even live inside
ant colonies by mimicking their
pheromones, and feed on food gathered
by ants.

These infiltrators, imposters, and misfits
dwell alongside such social insects largely
because they gain something from one of
the most efficient colonizers of the
undergrowth. Many myrmecologists,
evolution scientists, and even urban
planners are turning to ants and termites
to understand their efficient ways of
societal cohesion, architecture, resource
utilization, and even road traffic
regulation.

If all the ants of the world were weighed,
they would weigh as much as humans do,
claimed E. O. Wilson. This is a direct

Myrmarachne sp

Male jumping spider 4

attribute of their social life - living
together. But this is not the only reason
why ants are not only so common, but
also successful; their success stems from
the reason that an ant or a termite colony
behaves as one single super-organism, its
functions are in tune with the welfare of
the entire society. Perhaps we should look
down in the undergrowth to really
understand our own societies, study the
way we function, and how to function in a
way that is in sync with the ways of
nature.

We really need to lie down in the grass
once in a while and observe these
enchanting inhabitants of the
undergrowth - see them go to work each
day, greet each other with their inquisitive
elbowed antennae as if shaking hands,
clean their homes, and look after one
another. In appreciating these small
wonders we'll begin to understand the
little threads that make the vast web of
life, held together by an unseen force we
like to call by many names, but more so to
witness a force way simpler but ever so
overwhelming - the force of oneness that
binds us all, ant and human alike,
together. @

l--.

Weaver Ants hunting
silhouette




T he freshly flattened
grass patch half the
size of a badminton court,
the discarded leftovers of
the stomach and intestine,
spilled rumen contents,
the skull and the terminal
parts of legs with hooves
and dewclaws of the boar
indicated that the kill had
been made by a large
carnivore. The staff
walking around and
locating pugmarks
confirmed that the kill was
made by a tiger and they
were evenabout the
identity of the tiger — a
mother with three grown
up cubsthey had seen in
the area few days ago. Red
jungle fowls giving agitated
alarms and flying up the

trees hardly 20 meters
from us clearly indicated
that the cat family was
nearby and possibly
waiting for us to move
away so that the remains
of the kill can be eaten.
The date was 30 October
2015, time was 09:40 hrs,
and we were in the Ari
Range of the Pench Buffer
Division. The team
included nearly 70
participants on the
ambitious Kanha-Pench
Walk 2015. Prominent
persons in the team were
Mr. Ravi Singh, Secretary
General and CEO of WWF
Indial Mr. JS Chauhan,
Field Director, Kanha Tiger
Reservell and Mr. S Sen,
Field Director, Pench Tiger
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Reserve. This seven day
walk which covers a
distance of nearly 120 km
was first conducted last
year in the month of
October, and aimed at
highlighting the
importance of wildlife
corridors in the country
primarily focusing on the
Kanha-Pench corridor. .
One should read about
this corridor by referring
to WWEF India's well written
report 'Lifeline for tigers:
status and conservation of
the Kanha-Pench corridor’
by Jena, J et al(2011). The
report is based on
intensive surveys on foot
by WWF India team.
Briefly, the potential and
the problems of the

corridor can be
summarized as follows.
Kanha and Pench Tiger
Reserves having about 120
tigers sustain one of the
most important meta
populations of tigers in
central India. The corridor
forests linking the two
reserves are about 1700
sgkm of managed forests
in five forest divisions in
Mandla, Seoni and
Balaghat districts. The
corridor is characterized
by diverse land use, forest
protection regimes and
forest dwelling tribal
communities. It is used by
animals such as sloth
bear, hyena, dhole,
leopard, tiger, common
langur, barking deer,

chowsingha, nilgai, wild
pig, chital and sambar.
Surprisingly there is no
report of the gaur in the
corridor area, which is
found in both the tiger
reserves. There are about
440 villages in the corridor
forests and so livestock
grazing (including by
goats, which are enemies
of forest regeneration),
firewood and timber
cutting are rampant
around the villages. In fact
during the walk, we often
realized that we were
nearing a village by
hearing the ringing of the
cowbells. Greater threat to
the corridor comes from
the road connecting
Keolari with Balaghat via

Blogger's Park

A day along
Kanha- Pench

Corridor

Dr. AJT Johnsingh
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and the one connecting Nainpur with
Balaghat which runs parallel to Nainpur
Balaghat railway line - they will be
broadened as broad gauge and may even
be converted into double lanesO and the
broadening of the NH7, east of Pench
Tiger Reserve. Back to Day 1, the walk had
started at 08:40 hrs from the cool
environs of the Sakata Forest Rest House
built in 1903, with a brief introduction by
S. Sen about the importance of this
corridor. This was followed by inspiring
talks by J.S Chauhan and Ravi Singh. Both
pointed out the importance of corridors
and how public participation, working
with the Forest Department and other
government agencies can ensure the
future of the corridors which are often
threatened by growing development and
subjected to immense biotic pressures.
The participants were wearing WWFIndia
Tshirts, had binoculars, cameras,
notebooks, water bottles and a tribal
youth lead the way with a 'KanhaPench
Walk 2015' flag in hand.The participants
roughed it out willingly - camping in
forest resthouses, schools and tents,
wherethe Forest Departmentand WWF-
India had organized their stopover along
the trail.

| have visited Kanha and Pench Tiger
Reserves but this was the first time |
participated in the walk, albeit only for the
first day covering a distance of nearly
22km ending in Kacchar. On the second
day, | waited for the group with some
forest staff on the bank of
Derajhoranallah in the Lalbara Range but
the group instead of walking uphill
towards the bank walked along the nallah
and reached the century old Sonawani
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forest rest house.

While in Sonawani | could see the teak
tree planted by Dietrich Brandis, German
forester, in 186768 who then worked with
the British Imperial Forestry Service. | was
also, taken by the staff to see a waterhole
in a valley (sadly a tank was built with high
walls rather than a saucer shaped water
body).While on this trail I also witnessed
fresh gaur dung. It was pleasing to see
Mr. Ravi Singh leading the group and |
was told that he continued to do so on
the second day as well, trekking a total of
40 km with the team. On both the days,
tiger pugmarks were observed in several
places.

Yet my brief stint with the corridor gave
me ample opportunities to understand
the richness and the problems of the
corridor. There was profuse regeneration
of bamboo (Dendrocalamusstrictus),
which, had flowered, in the early 2000.
Abundance of giant wood spider
(Nephilamaculata) in the forest was eye-
catching. Many of the females were gravid
with eggs and Mr.Chauhan said that soon
the females will lay the eggs, perish and
the spiderlings will appear with the onset
of the next rainy season to continue the
life cycle.

The villages we crossed had little of
plastic, lots of goats, cattle, country
chicken, children and the rivers although
running low looked comparatively clean.
The riverine vegetation dominated by tree
species such as jamun (Syzygium cumini),
arjun (Terminalia arjuna) and kadamb
(Mithragyna parviflora) were cool and
impressive. Many of the dhobin trees
(Dalbergia paniculata) had a straight bole
of 2025m in height which was notable.

Many of the mahua trees (Madhuca longifolia) were large and imposing. Grass growth
in un grazed areas dominated by Heteropogoncontortus was impressive.

The walk brought two suggestions to mind — one about the landscape and other about
the walk itself. About the landscape, the dependency of the villagers on the forests
needs to be reduced as much as possible by growing firewood and fodder in the village
lands and the adjacent forest lands set aside exclusively for this purpose. It should
totally be a villagers program assisted and guided by the Forest Department and
dedicated not for profit organizations like WWF India and Corbett Foundation.

As for the walk, to improvise on the existing concept, the participants can be provided
with a laminated map, displaying the trek route, important locations, forest blocks,
roads and so on. Hopefully, moving on, the participants would talk and write about the
walk in all possible places so that the country becomes aware of the importance of
corridors in wildlife conservation. @

Dr. AJT Johnsingh and JS Chauhan
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OUR PEOPLE

Pench Tiger Reserve has a brigade of field staff that has served the

Tiger reserve for around three decades.

Indeed, they are the strongest soldiers who fought hardest battles
in their lifetime.

Mr. Ram Bharose Pathak

Started his service from Pench-Mowgli
Sanctuary, Mr. Ram Bharose Pathak has been
serving the park for past twenty six years now.

He has worked on different positions since
then. In his long journey, Pathak was always
appreciated by the officers as well as tourists for

his incredible management of park tourism. He also did very
sincere efforts in protection of wildlife. Under official supervision,
he investigated many wildlife related crime cases and succeeded in
them.

Remembering his past experiences of tiger encounters, Pathak
says that when a man encounters a tiger in the wild, he is bound to
be scared.

el
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Mr. Gautam Soni

Soni started his service as a guide and guard in
1984. Since then, he is serving the department.
Now posted as a deputy ranger, Soni has a
glorious past in the department full with

appreciations and recognitions. He was also
honored with Wildlife Protection award in 2008. Soni
is deeply interested in researches and documentation as well. He
provided depdepartment with the life story of famous tigress
Collarwali since her birth, which was also published by the
department. He also did a research study on Malabar Pied Hornbill
at Sitaghat area of the reserve. He always worked positively by
building a team with villagers and staff under the official guidance,
for which he was also appreciated time to time.
Quoting an incident from his life, he says
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Mr. Santosh Patel

Patel is yet another brave hero who is
serving the reserve for 31 years. Appointed #&
as Forest guard in September, 1984, Patel is

now posted as Elephant In-charge and

Range Assistant at Alikatta. Patel is one of
those people who had seen development of
Pench as a National Park and Tiger Reserve since inception and
hard times when the whole community was against the formation
of Tiger Reserve. He has been a part of a movement to create
conducive environment for the tiger reserve in community. He is
one of the first people who helped in putting on the brakes on
grazing inside core, collection of fuel wood and other forest
produces from the park and other activities which are banned
inside the core of the reserve. During relocation of Chedia village
from the core, Patel was on the front and worked on development
of grassland in Chedia for herbivores. Today, Chedia is one of the
best grasslands in the park. Patel describes managing local
communities along with the Park as a very challenging task. It
involved stopping people from using core forests as a way to
commute from one village to another and also controlling illegal
fishing from Totladoh dam which falls inside core. lllegal fishing is a
still a menace in the park and staff is working hard to control it.
Many operations of seizing boats, fishing equipments etc. took
place successfully under Patel's guidance. He also had many
confrontations with the fishermen where he fought bravely to
safeguard his duty and responsibility towards Park.
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Mowgli Utsav is celebrated every
year as a festival for the

State Government of
Madhya Pradesh along
with Pench Tiger Reserve
in its endeavor to
conserve the pristine
natural forests and
wildlife, organizes a three
day event “Mowgli Utsav”
every year to create
awareness among

the school students
regarding forests and its
inhabitants to inculcate
the feeling of
environment and
biodiversity conservation.

It is a grand event in which
school students and teachers
from all over the State
participate and learn and
celebrate wildlife of Pench.




In the News

KANHA PENCH WALK

Source: WWF

T he Kanha-Pench Walk -- a 100km trek into the
forest corridors connecting the Kanha and
Pench tiger reserves, undertaken by a motley team
of nature loving city-dwellers - drew to an end on
Thursday, 5 November 2015. In the course of the
walk, the 40-odd youngsters from developed cities
like Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Pune and Ahmedabad,
experienced the joy of living close to nature and
learning from it. With limited access to technology,
the nature enthusiasts were however amid a treasure
trove of experts including veteran wildlifers, forest
guards, forest conservators as well as with WWEF-
India's Satpuda-Maikal Landscape team.

Focused at raising awareness and gathering public
support for securing the wildlife habitats not covered
under the Protected Area regime, the walk attempted
to highlight the rich biodiversity of the Kanha-Pench
corridors. The participants were also introduced to
tribal villages, where they could interact with forest
dwellers and learn the ways of harmonious
coexistence with wildlife. On the route, the
participants experienced the thrill of sighting a
leopard and encountering the remains of a tiger kill.
They also observed several tell tale signs of the
presence of wildlife - like tiger pugmarks; bison,
leopard and sloth bear scats; and so on.
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In the News

Tiger and Prey
estimation

The regular estimation of Tigers, co-
predators and their prey with a robust
scientific methodology is one of the main
activities in a tiger reserve. We have been
implementing the Phase IV protocol as
prescribed by the NTCA over the last few
years. The Phase IV involves camera
trapping to estimate the tiger numbers as
well as estimation of prey in line
transects. Phase IV was being carried out
only in the Tiger Reserves of the state.
The government of Madhya Pradesh has
now decided that an estimation of Tigers,
co-predators and prey will now be carried
out every year in all the National Parks
and Sanctuaries of the state. The
territorial forest areas will carry out the
exercise every alternate year. This
exercise is the Phase | exercise normally
undertaken all over India once in four
years.
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Accordingly, training for master trainers
was organized at Kanha on 8th and 9th
January 2016. The master trainers than
trained the spearhead teams and the staff
on the entire exercise. All trainings,
maintenance of transects and distribution
of the necessary equipments was done by
21st January and the actual estimation
exercise was conducted between 31st
January and 6th February 2016. Presently
compilation of the data is underway and
the final results are expected by 30th June
2016. This is an exercise by the MP forest
department and the State Forest
Research Institute is to play a key role.

In the News

VULTURE COUNT

A vulture count was undertaken as a state wide exercise for the very
first time on 23rd January 2016. Extensive series of trainings and pre-
surveys were conducted leading up to the actual vulture count from
sunrise to 9AM on 23rd January. This winter count will be followed by a
summer count and will be an annual feature. While Pench Tiger
Reserve does not have any extensive roosting or nesting sites, what is
encouraging is that all the 28 vultures sighted were of the highly
endangered White-rumped vulture with a number of juveniles.



MEFE (Management Effectiveness Evaluation)
of Tiger Reserves

rotected areas (PAs) are the cornerstone of efforts to conserve
biodiversity and the environment and provide associated recreational,

economic and social benefits to humans. Evaluating the effectiveness of the
management of these sites is one important way of ensuring that the
investment of time and effort in establishing and managing PAs is delivering
the benefits that society seeks.

Assessments enable managers and stakeholders to reflect on their
experience, allocate resources efficiently and plan for effective
management in relation to potential threats and opportunities.

A uniform theme has been provided to these assessments by the
I[UCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) Framework
for Assessing the Management Effectiveness of Protected Areas
The WCPA Framework for Assessing Management Effectiveness
is a system for designing PA management effectiveness
evaluations with six elements:

context, planning, inputs, processes, outputs and outcomes

The Top 5 Tiger Reserves

Cﬁ Rank Tiger Reserve MEE Score%
5 1 Periyar (Kerala) 91.13
A 2 Pench (MP) 89.52
= 3 Kanha (MP) 87.90
E 4 Parambikulum (Kerala) 86.29
= 5 Sundarbans (West Bengal) 85.48
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DISPERSING

For a demographically viable tiger
population, a minimum 20 to 25
breeding tigresses have been found to be
essential by modeling studies. However,
many of our tiger reserves are small and
already ecologically isolated from other
populations. This effectively means that
most of our tiger populations are of
inadequate size and the tiger populations
therein are doomed to die out over time.
These local extinctions will only be
hastened by even sporadic poaching or
other accidents that result in removal of
tigers, especially the breeding females.

TIGERS

In order to prevent this dire scenario it is
important to ensure that the tenuous
corridors that link our tiger reserves are
kept functional. Connecting tiger source
populations within the tiger landscapes
by identifying, restoring and conserving
habit corridors will ensure not only the
continued existence of tigers in the
landscapes but also help a multitude of
other wildlife which will also use these
corridors to remain genetically connected.

Kt22 a female, last Photographed in
Pench in January 2014 appeared near
Nagzira in January 2015
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Habitat contiguity within tiger landscapes varies with the best
connected being the Western Ghats and the north- eastern
landscapes. The most fragmented landscapes are the Central
Indian and the Shiwalik hills- Gangetic plains landscapes. Most
of the connecting habitats in these landscapes are already lost
to land-use changes and other developments.

With the recent increase in the use of camera traps to
photograph tigers, extremely encouraging episodes of tigers
using the corridors have come to light. One of the prime
examples was a sub-adult male tiger photographed in Pench
Tiger Reserve in 2008. Thereafter he disappeared only to
appear in 2011 in the Mukki range of Kanha tiger reserve
wherein he established a territory and reigned as the dominant
male for over three years. This tiger used the well documented
Kanha-Pench corridor.

More such hard photographic evidences have turned up but
none more encouraging than four tigers that have completed
the migration from Pench Madhya Pradesh to Bhandara
division just outside Nagzira in Maharashtra. Until now it was
believed that tigers migrating across long distances were
exclusively males. As a pleasant surprise two of the four tigers
that successfully negotiated the over 160 kilometers were
females.

This vital exchange of individuals in between the tiger
populations in central India is threatened amongst other things,
by the expansion of two National Highways - NH 7 that cuts
through the forests of the Pench Sanctuary and Pench buffer in
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra and the NH6 that divides
Nagzira from Navegaon and Tadoba Tiger Reserves in
Maharashtra. Unless effective mitigation measures that allow
for this exchange even after the expansion of these highways is
put in place, several existing tiger populations in central India
are doomed to certain local extinctions. That will be a huge
disaster not only for the tiger but a multitude of other species
and negate the huge human and capital investment made in
these areas over the years.
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In the News

1A

ildlife Week is celebrated from the 1st to the 7th of October by Pench Tiger
W Reserve in collaboration with Forest Circle, Seoni. Around 500 students from 23
different schools participated in the programme.
Over the course of the week, various events like painting, extempore debate, essay
_ writing and quiz competitions, and bird watching excursions were organized for the
Wildlife Week is celebrated from the \ e\ children. Oath was taken to conserve wildlife and nature by students, participants, their
1st to the 7th of October 47 N _ parents and others. The purpose behind celebrating this internationally significant week
: was to create awareness about conservation amongst children, and inspire them to

by Pench Tiger Reserve in collaboration : : ' e _
become the future protectors of our nation's fragile natural habitat and its inhabitants.

with Forest Circle, Seoni.

'III...‘.I_|||"II g

T
- [

LN

s scramensanes 30
o i }- e ’ _:."



fter rigorous training exercise,

Pench Tiger Reserve has got
its first eleven lady guides ever.
Enthusiasts from the nearby
villages participated in the training
program of Pench Tiger Reserve
and have secured their livelihoods
in the park as nature guides.
One of the eleven lady guides is
Vanita Vishwakarma. Vanita is a
twenty three year old local girl who
hails from nearby village kohka and
holds a deep interest in forest and
wild life. She has the formal
education up to Twelfth standard.
When she heard about the
opportunity to work as a guide in
the national park, she decided that
she will sit back at home and will
build a career as a forest guide.
She undertook a formal training
provided by the park and started
her work with the onset of tourist
season on 16th of October. She is
now very familiar will all the areas
of the park and takes tourists on
safari regularly.

She has sighted Tigers, Leopards and
all other wild animals in the park and
believes that no wild animal ever
harms a human unless disturbed or
threatened.

With Vanita and ten others, an era
of lady guides has started in the
park and hopefully more female
nature enthusiasts will join in
coming years.
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In the News

GUIDES

starts in Pench




' I Y hree tigers were found dead in
the last seven months. In the first

instance, a tiger was found dead near
Potia in the Pench Mogli Sanctuary on 9th
August 2015. Test results ruled out all
possibilities of foul play and the young
animal was determined to have died of
injuries suffered in fight with another
tiger.

In the second incident an adult male fell
into a well without parapet overgrown
with grasses in Simariya Village in the
Buffer. The extensive scrape marks on the
walls inside and the worn out claws of the
tiger bore evidence to the desperate failed
attempts made by the tiger to come out.
We are expediting the process of covering
up such uncovered wells in the buffer.

On 31st of January 2016, another male
tiger was found dead in the Palaspani beat
of the park. He turned out to be one of the
males from the 2013 (5th) litter of the
Collarwali tigress. The post mortem
revealed an extensive septic wound in its
right forelimb. The stomach and intestines
were absolutely empty suggesting that the
injuries were serious and debilitating
enough to restrict hunting and possibly
movement. Further test results are
awaited in this case for a final conclusion.
In another incident the body of a partially
eaten leopard was recovered from
Baghdeo beat in the Park on 8th January
2016. The evidences suggest a
confrontation with a tiger. Test results are
awaited in this case for a final conclusion.

In the News

NATURE GO A

Nature guides play an important role of being messengers of the
forest and its wildlife. A three-hour safari in the forest can help leave
a permanent impression on the minds of people in favour of wildlife
conservation. And a well trained nature guide can enhance this experience.
Nature guides are an important interface between the general public and
wildlife, and can play a much larger role in conservation than just providing
information. Every year, lakhs of tourists visit India's tiger reserves and
carry back memories, and thereafter consciously or subconsciously and
directly or indirectly play a role in the protection of tigers and other wildlife
species. Every year, Pench management organizes a training program for
nature guides before the onset of safari season to make them ready for
journey of new adventures of wildlife tourism. For last two years, The
Corbett Foundation (TCF), an organization with nature and communication
experts, is training the guides of Pench. In year 2015, 110 guides were
trained including 11 lady guides. The prime focus of this programme was to
enhance the knowledge of the nature guides, experienced and aspiring, on
the biodiversity of Pench Tiger Reserve and improve their communication
and guiding skills.

LR AT UHE BUILES
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I t was business as usual on 22nd May
also. Finished office work, reached
home and was going to have dinner. Mr
R S Kori, DFO South Seoni Division called
and informed me that one leopard has
entered one house in Chichaldoh Maal

village about 60 kms from Seoni, . It was
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about 10.00 PM when | got the
information. In the meantime Mr Kori
instructed his SDO, ROs and other
subordinate staff to reach the spot. We
started from Seoni immediately and
reached the village by 11.45 PM.

As we reached the village, we found that a

large number of people had already
gathered. They all were standing
surrounding the hut in which the leopard
was trapped.

The leopard had entered the hut, which
was of one old lady of the village,
following the goats for kill. The lady is a
widow and lives alone. She used to keep

In the News

Chichband
PANTHER

rescue

Sanjay Shukla

her goats also in the hut. When leopard
entered the hut she was out. When she
returned, she found one goat killed as she
entered the door. Suddenly she could see
the leopard killing the other goat. She
rushed out immediately and with the help
of the villagers she could close the doors
and windows, trapping the leopard inside.
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Firstly we decided to let the leopard make
free so that it may escape to the adjoining
forest area taking advantage of darknesst.
But the villagers didn't agree to this, as
they said that this animal is continuously
moving in and around the village for last
one month.They were not able to sleep
out of their homes despite hot weather
due to its fear. It had killed one more goat
in the same hut where it was trapped a
week back. Considering that if the leopard
is let free, it may again be problem for the
villagers and if any loss or damage to
human life is done then it may turn into a
law and order problem.

| discussed this issue with DFO, SDO, staff
and villagers and decided to capture the
leopard the next day. As capture may
have required tranquilisation also, |
discussed this with Dr Akhilesh mishra. As
he was reaching Seoni in the afternoon,

we planned the capture in the afternoon.
During this period the difficult task was
managing and controlling the crowd.
SDOs, ROs and other field staff of Seoni
and Balaghat Circle did a commendable
job of controlling the crowd. Rescue team
of Pench Tiger Reserve reached with their
rescue vehicle by 3.00 pm and within one
hour we could capture the leopard
passively in the cage without any injury to
it . We wanted to avoid the tranquilisation
and we could do this. The rescue team did
the capture operation to the perfection
fearlessly. Immediately we left the village,
and we did hold the animal not even for
an hour. It was firstly examined by Dr
Akhilesh Mishra and found to be perfectly
healthy. It was let free in the Buffer area
of Pench Tiger Reserve near Rukhad
about 25 kms away from the place where
it was captured.

Dr Akhilesh Mishra guided the entire release operation and leopard found a new
home. It was an operation perfectly executed with the help and support of all the
rank of foresters of Seoni Circle, Balaghat Circle and Pench Tiger Reserve.
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In the News

WILDLIFE CRIME
CONTROL

Pangolin

A big racket dealing with trading parts of big cats and other endangered
species has been busted this year. An international racket dealing with
Pangolin trade has been unearthed. The Pangolin trade involved several
states including Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhatisgarh, Odisha,
West Bengal, Assam and Manipur. The materials were transported to
Myanmar, possibly enroute to China. Investigation team, led by SDO Mr.
Ritesh Sarothiya did great work and busted the racket with interstate
and interdepartmental coordination. Pench staff led by Range Officer
Karmajihiri Mr. Inder Kumar Bare worked hard on the case and achieved
success in unearthing this international racket.




Tiger Bones bl

Four persons with tiger bones were i Poaching
arrested and were put behind bars, '
credits to strong informer network of
the management team. In the endeavor
of putting full stop on wildlife crimes in
the area a local lawyer also got
exposed. He was a mediator in the local
wildlife trade and was involved in all Parraspani and Vijaypani
sought of iIIegaI practices involving : were arrested and jailed for
several endangered wildlife. Due to the crime.

good inter-departmental coordination,

the lawyer was also

jailed.

A leopard was electrocuted
near Karmajhiri in the Buffer
on 2nd November 2015.
Four persons, two each from
the neighboring villages of
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Cheetal Translocation

The recent relocation of dozens of villages and settlements
from the core of the Satpura tiger reserve has freed up large
expanses of area suitable for Chital. In order to augment and
speed up the prey base of the area it has been decided to
translocate a thousand chital to Satpura Tiger Reserve. The deer
will be captured without chemical immobilization and released in
batches in suitable habitats already identified. Similar operations
are planned for translocating Chital to Nauradehi Wildlife
Sanctuary as well.

Such translocations are healthy
for habitat as well as species.
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Antler Stuck Chital Stags Photographs NS Dungrival

TIGRE S S . - Deer stags sparring in apparently mortal when | got the news that two Chital stags
R '

contests are routine during the rut. | had had died at Alikatta and that their antlers
heard of instances where two sparring are inextricably stuck! The Field Director,
stags got their antlers inextricably Mr. N. S. Dungriyal too had got the news
interlocked that led to the eventual death too and we hastened to Alikatta with the
of both deer. However it appeared more veterinary doctor, Dr. Akhilesh Mishra.
fictional to me and | would usually dismiss ~ We reached the spot just in front of the
such claims as products of fertile DD hut at Alikatta and sure enough, two
imaginations! | was therefore incredulous Chital stags in prime health lay dead with
their antlers interlocked!

There was no external injury in either of them. After

the post mortem determined that they had died due

to exhaustion and shock, Dungriyal sir decided that

we will not burn the bodies as was the standard

practice but leave it for the scavengers to feed upon.
. The two were therefore left in situ with the staff at
‘ Alikatta keeping a watch from a distance.

_ q i _._22 March 2005

i e A Sadly no vultures or even S _-,\.

) - _ ' ] tigers or leopards fed onthe | '; g .; ;

g f e, 9 f stags. The honours were done 2
I'

23 March'2005/(mor

g by Jackals, Wild Boars and a
- few crows! Dungriyal Sir kept
a diligent record of the state st e o R e i .--wé»ﬁ.ﬁﬁ“a e

e e : b S b S e he was wont to do, and
thanks to him, we have a

The Patdev tigress named after the area she has made her wonderful photographic

home is one of the “Famous Five” cubs of Collarwalli's third litter. record of the stag carcasses
......................................................... over ten days.

1% Day 10.315¢ ';Mbrch 2005

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Sh '_}‘: e L SN On the tenth day, the kill was more or less
She follows in her family tradition having successfully e AR Y S ; scavenged but the interlocked antlers did not
brought up her first litter of four cubs that are about e S, L budge despite the feeding frenzy over ten days
2 years old now and ready to disperse! __-4':;:. o) = ' P e and the stag heads remained united in a deathly
S grasp!
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HAPPENINGS
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Inauguration of a

DAY
SHELTER

at Turia gate

T uria gate of Pench
National Park is the most
important gate for the park as the
maximum number of tourists and
vehicles enter in the park via Turia.
Considering the importance of this gate
from the management's perspective, it is
definitely important to provide tourists
with the basic facility like rest area. A day-
shelter was started with the facilities to
relax is started at Turia gate in the month
of July. This shelter also contributes to
education and awareness about wildlife
by screening different interesting wildlife
related movies.

Opening of a

SILAI CENTRE

Ii: mpowering women of Buffer villages, a Silai centre in one of
the Pench -Satpuda Corridor Village Devri is started under
Biodiversity conservation and Rural Livelihoods improvement

® project. Women voluntarily came forward for this initiative and
o management supported it. With two lady trainers and 26 trainees
the Centre is fully functional and contributing to the livelihoods of
the People.
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HELP SAVE TIGERS

Tigers are threatened by habitat loss and poaching, and today, they inhabit merely 7% of
their historical range. Madhya Pradesh is home to 25% of India’s tigers and nearly 10% of
the world's tiger population. The Madhya Pradesh Tiger Foundation Society is a not-for-
profit organisation working towards conservation of wildlife (with a special emphasis on
tigers). All its income is tax free under section 12 of the Income Tax Act. Donations entitle
the donor to claim income tax exemption under section 80 (g) of the Income Tax Act.

SUPPORT TIGER CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN THE STATE BY
DONATING TO THE MADHYA PRADESH TIGER FOUNDATION SOCIETY

www.mptigerfoundation.org




