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Vulture Atlas of Madhya Pradesh

On 7th of October 2017 a book on Vulture Atlas of Madhya Pradesh was released at the closing ceremony
of Wildlife Week Program at Van Vihar.

‘ Release of Vulture Atlas of Madhya Pradesh

Vultures are an important part of ecosystem as they feed on carrion including discarded dead animals.
India has nine species of vultures in wild but their distribution is not uniform in the subcontinent. They
are known to inhabit tall trees in forests and smaller trees in open areas, rocky cliffs and old monuments.
Knowledge of ecological factors in the habitat affecting large scale distribution and abundance of such
endangered species is an important tool for defining management recommendations. Vultures using
various habitats have declined from many parts of their former ranges owing mainly to food shortage,
poisoned carcass and loss of habitat. This is negatively affecting the invaluable ecosystem services
provided by them.

Madhya Pradesh is known to be a vulture stronghold of India but exact number of the raptor was not
known couple of years ago. Keeping above in view, Vulture Atlas Project was conceived by Dr. K.K. Jha,
IFS, Professor Indian Institute of Forest Management and realized with the support of Madhya Pradesh
Forest Department and Madhya Pradesh State Biodiversity Board. Whole Madhya Pradesh was selected
as the study site. It started with six workshops in different regions like Seoni, Jabalpur, Bhopal, Indore,
Chhatarpur and Shivpuri. The objective was to train the trainers for future workshops in the circles. About
3000 trained persons worked in the field for vulture survey and counting. A preliminary survey was done
in 2015 before the main counting to collect basic data. Two vulture counts were undertaken in winter and
summer seasons. For both the counts a particular day (23/01/2016 and 14/05/2016) was fixed to avoid
double counting in case of movement of vultures to another territory. All the adults and juveniles were
counted. Roosting and nesting sites were recorded with the help of GPS system. Further, thematic maps
showing species distribution and locations based on GPS readings were prepared using ArcGIS.
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Finally, a Vulture Atlas of 166 maps was produced which contained district maps, protected area maps
and agro-climatic region maps. After analysis of data collected during census, following important results
came up from the study.

1.

o J

Anaverage 7028 vultures (6268 adultsand 761 juveniles) were recorded in two counts.Vulture presence
was recorded at 832 sites in winter (6999 vultures) and 803 sites in summer (7057 vultures). Maximum
number of active, inactive and abandoned nests were reported as 334,240 and 169 respectively.

Eighty seven percent of total vultures were recorded in forested area while only 13% were sighted in
agriculture area. Vultures from forest area were distributed in major protected areas (45%) and non-
protected areas (55%).

Seven different species of vultures (Long-billed vulture, Egyptian Vulture, White-rumped Vulture,
Eurasian Griffon, Red-headed Vulture, Cinereous Vulture and Himalayan Griffon) were sighted
throughout the state with average maximum numbers in Chhatarpur, Neemuch, Sheopur, Raisen and
Panna. Three Agro climatic regions namely Gird zone, Vindhyan plateau and Malwa plateau inhabited
the maximum average vulture population. Two Agro climatic regions Jhabua hills and Nimar valley
were devoid of vultures.

On average abundance basis different vulture species were recorded in following decreasing order:
Long-billed vulture (3351)> Egyptian Vulture (1874) > White-rumped Vulture (1522) > Eurasian Griffon
(95) >Red-headed Vulture (93) > Cinereous Vulture (53) > Himalayan Griffon (42). Himalayan Griffon
was not reported in summer from any part of the state.

Long-billed vultures and Egyptian vultures appeared to favor cliffs and agriculture fields for roosting
and nesting. Some historical lofty monuments were also seen to be used for the same purpose. Other
vulture species were mostly seen on trees.

About 26 different tree species (Peepal, Arjun, Salai, Sagaun, Asana etc.) were reported to be favored
by vultures for roosting and nesting.

With reference to winter sighting, local movement of vultures was observed in summer. There was an
indication that some vultures from southern part of the state relocated themselves in northern forest
that too in protected areas.

4 )

Expert’s comments on the Atlas:

1. PCCF and Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh, India, “a monumental work...first of
its kind...authentic geospatial documentation of vultures for Madhya Pradesh...a useful
clue for field managers for fine-tuning their conservation strategies.”

2. Michael O Campbell, Vulture Expert (Simon Fraser University, BC, Canada), “this inclusive
work will form a valuable reference for future conservation work in Madhya Pradesh and
form a basis for understanding the wider issues of vultures in India, Asia and the world.”




Forest Deptt sterts preparation for Tiger Census
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Mansger. Sandeep Diarkar
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Ecotourism Destinations: Patalkot

Exploring the Unexplored

Patalkot or the hidden world is a mystical valley
located in Tamia block of Chhindwara district in
Madhya Pradesh where you can witness mesmerizing
landscapes and the little-known adivasi (tribal)
culture. The enchanting village is located around
3,000 feet above mean sea level and is completely
alien to the urbanized world. It is described often for
its horse-shoe shape, the deep gorge that segregates
the valley, and the scenic beauty canopied with the
mighty Satpura mountain ranges and forests.

The mesmerizing landscapes and scenic beauty
which is untouched by urbanization is something
that makes this site unique. While visiting Patalkot,
one can see wall paintings and slogans painted on
the walls, along the way to the valley that highlights
the importance of eco-system and conservation of
nature. Itis truly a good way to spread the awareness.
The Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Board provides an
enriching experience to the tourists visiting Patalkot.
Activities like trekking on natural trails, bird watching
and landscape photography become the centre of
attraction for the tourists. There is also the facility of
camping at night in comfortable tents which tourists
really enjoy.




Days of International Importance

: 14th March International Day of
i Action for Rivers

21st March International Day of
: Forests

17th June Day To Combat
: Desertification and Drought

28th July World Nature
: Conservation Day

: 16th September International Day :
: For Preservation Of Ozone Layer

18th September World Water
: Monitoring Day

: 5th October National Dolphin
: Conservation Day

: 24th October International Day Of
: Climate Change :




Wild Life Week 15t October- 7t October

S Bamboo Pit Viper
Itisa lo'isonous‘s-ni thﬁ'ﬂunt_si

Honey Badger
It is an omnivore with very sharp teeth.

Barn Owl S 5,
The species is threstened outsidelprotected area

Madhya Pradesh Forest Department
Satpura Bhawan, Bhopal-462004
Website: www.mpforesr.gov.in
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