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EDITORIAL o

This'is my first editorial in Pench Stripes and | am glad to be
a part of it. Pench is:a beautiful laridscape and | find myself
lucky-t8«be- posted 'here. | have perceived Pench as a
beautiful canvas where every season has its own colors;
brightness and contrasts. But the painters are thé people
who keep this canvas colorful, seélire and well managed.
The different colors are the trees, landscapes, wild animals,
and its pecple. "

Pench Stripescovers all our activities, celebrations, joys and
sorrows, It is a showcase of the hard work that our staff
does at Pench. And not only our staff bug all the peﬂhwho
are engaged directly or indirectly contributing for ‘the
welfare of our people in the villages, staff, and the forest.
This edition of Pench stripes also covers our new initiatives,
we are constantly willing to pfomote healthy eco-tourism
activities and trying to decregse tiger centric tourism. Our
new initiatives cover nature trails, trekking, camping and
further interactions with the locals, students and tourists.
‘Pench stripes’ is a blend of stunning colors, and | would
keep doing my part to keep it spectacular!! .

‘f

Sonal Choudhary
lTourism Manager

Pench Tiger Reserve
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Message By
Field Director

| am glad we are presenting this issue of ‘Pench
Stripes’ on the ocrasion of tha wildiife weak. In
the last year we at Pench have continued to try
and do our primary duty of safeqarding our
forests and wildlife as well as working for better
cpportunities for the villagers in the buffer and
akso promoting Panch as a nahure destination.

The efforts In Implementing MSTHIPES,
scholarships for staff wards, graziers meetings,
skill devalopment trainings and the redoing of the
Interpretation centre are all parts of this effort.
The past year has baen an eventful one for the
reserve with several tiger deaths Including a case
of poisoning of water on the park boundary that
led to the death of a tigress and two of her
cubs.We have strived since then to further
strengthen our protection measures and itz
moenitoring by adopting the MSTHPES protocol.
In the past year reserve staff and officers have
patrolled over 170,000 Kms of tha resarve on
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foot. What has also helped is the fact that we
have heen able to fill up 2 major part of our
vacancles, especlally at the crideal forest guard
level. The results have bean encouraging with
both kst year’s assessment report by SFRI and
this year’s phase IV resuls showing positive
trends in the population of the major spedes
Incduding tigers.

Of lata we have with the cooperation of tha
officals and staff of Maharashtra Pench and the
district administration and forest staff of Seonl
and Chhindwara had encouraging success In the
effectve control of the long standing llegal
fishing preblam in the Totladoh reservoir.
Finally | weuld llka to put on record my
continued appreciatdon of the hard work put In
by our staff especially the forest guards and
watchers whose steadfast efforts In face of often
trying dircumstances continue to protect the
treazure that Is Pench.



K.K. Gurwani

Message By

" i an Joint Director

Pench Tiger Reserve Is a place of nadonal Importance and Is
amongst the most vitl in the Central Indian Landscape with
high population densities of typical Fauna and Hora that are

found in the Satpura Range. "Panch Stripes® is an effort to

express bast management practices baing carried out in the

Pench Tiger Reserva. This Iz a nica compilation of Eco-

denvalopment practices, Protection measures, Rural livellhood

generation Eco-tourism activities and General zwareness

pregrams conducted In the Tiger Resarve.
* Pench Stripes * will help as 2 medlum for
disseminating Information and thoughts, so
that successful Interverdons can be
repeated at other places with required
rmaodifications. "Pench Stripes” is to serve
as platform to invite innovative ideas for
best wildlife management practices.
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Bhaiyalal and the
Sapat tigress

Summer In Seonl Is llke a sponge that sucks
all the juice from your body; sweat flows
out from every pore leaving you limp and
lifeless unless you are in the habit of
drinking several litres of fluid every day.
The trick is to drink water frequently and
never come out without covering your
head and face. | have braved five scorching
summers in this district from 1985 to 1990
while | served as the director of Pench
Matlonal Park.

When | Jolned Pench In June 1985, my
predecessor Mr. Parihar - an officer from
the old school admired for his skills as a
wildlife manger and a popular bridge player
among the local mandarins - had done
some critical ground work. He had got the
territorial forest land and staff transferred
to the national park and set up several

patrolling outposts at strategic locations for
It was going to be the core protection
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strategy of the park to redeem the habitats
from the relentless resource use pressures
from the thirty villages that were heavily
dependent on the forests for grazing cattle,
wood and other forest produce. When |
took charge my foremost concern was to
restore the degraded habitats and instills
some respect for the newborn national
park in the minds of tha locals as well as the
dwellers. While It was not so easy to
convince the clity-dwelling picnic-minded
visitors that included a2 dass of reddess
mandarins who loved tc enter the park at
any godforsaken hour with powarful
searchlights to watch wild animals, | was
able to dissuade this practise by using a
mixed strategy of persuasion and threat.
But it was an arduous uphill task with the
locals who saw the national park as a huge
threat to thelr |ivelihood; with them |
gradually developed a love — hate



relationship. And one of the hateful acts,
which they enjoyed the most and | hated
the most, was starting a fire in tinder dry
forest.

Summer, besides its life-sucking heat also
brings in its wake forest fires — for it leaves
grasses parched and fire prone. In those
initial years the problem of fire got
compounded further as after the national
park came into being collection of forest
produce - that the local people have been
gathering for generations and cattle
grazing- were banned making local people
hostile. The park and its staff became their
enemy number one. Many of them where
so disgruntled that they were too happy to
cause trouble in the park and keep my staff
and me on our toes - one of their favourite
pastime was to toss a live bidi (country
cigarette) butt on the grasses along forest
roads, give a hearty laugh and move on
leaving a raging conflagration behind that
took several hours of hard labour to
contain. These fires were disastrous for
wild animals, forests and us. There were
certain days on which we had to deal with
not one but several scattered fires.

This story that involves my able driver
Bhaiyalal is set in the backdrop of a
firefighting operation that took place some
30 years ago. It was a very hot summer
night; the fan above my head was spitting
gusts of hot air and | was turning and tossing
in my bed desperately trying to sleep.
Suddenly the call bell gave a rattling shriek
and | was up on my feet in ajiffy. At the door
the orderly of my friend Mr. Gupta was
staring at me- his anxious face displayed the
urgency of the news he had brought. The
range officer, Karmajhiri had called Mr.
Gupta's residence- as in those days the new
born park office and my residence were
bereft of the modern means of
communication —and he had requested Mr.
Gupta to inform me of the forest fire that
was raging in the park near Alikatta.
Whenever such news arrived my duty was

to respond quickly. | sent for my driver
Bhaiyalal who came cycling down within 20
minutes but the lady luck was not on our
side for when we were seated in the jeep
and Bhaiyalal turned on the ignition the
engine coughed once and then went dead,
the battery was without juice. Ultimately
with the help of my orderly the diesel jeep
was pushed uphill to the main road and
rolled down the slope - this worked as it
always does with all trusted decrepit diesel
jeeps - and we were off to the park via
Badalpar dirt road as it was to save us half
an hour. We reached Alikatta in an hour and
a half. My staff and villagers from Alikatta
were fighting the blaze using traditional
means that consists of beating the flames
with leafy twigs. Grabbing one such leafy
twig - which is hard to find in summer in a
usually leafless forest - | joined the fire
warriors. It took almost forty minutes to
contain the fire and by that time | was about
to collapse from severe dehydration. | ran
down the high bank to find a pool of water
in the river bed for the Pench river is not
perennial and during summer water
remains confined in small pools - doh or
kasa as the local people call them - | found
one soon and gulped the turbid yellowish
water scooping it with my cupped hands; it
was as if | were drinking the elixir of life for
those few scoops of water brought me
around and | was up on my feet and
scampered towards my team. Reaching
them | ordered my team to inspect the
perimeter of the burnt area to track down
burning stumps and shimmering ambers
and douse them with water, for a little
negligence could start a new fire. After
accomplishing this task | instructed one of
the fire watchers to climb a tree and scan
the horizon to find out if any other fire was
blazing in the park. Soon we learnt that a
small fire razed along the river near the
abandoned village of Sapat. The fire we
detected was not very far from us. My
team- six fire watchers, the range officer,
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range assistant, the local guard and |
crammed into the beleaguered jeep and
proceeded towards the likely location of
the fire. To reach the spot we had to leave
the forest road to Sapat and turn into a
disused haulage road — that was in
operation when transportation of felled
timber from the submergence area of
Totaladoh dam was on till a year ago. After
about 200 metres Bhaiyalal suddenly
stopped the vehicle as the road was in
disrepair and the jeep couldn't move
further. |asked him to wait in the jeep and
rest of us proceeded towards the fire that
was still about a mile away. As | along with
my team entered the dense jungle in the
pitch dark night — the radium on my watch
showed it was | A.M. - with only a torch to
show us the path. | had this nagging
premonition that all was not well. We had
walked only a furlong when the frantic
shrieks of Bhaiyalal reached us — "sahib,
sahib, sahib". Shouting back in high pitch |
turned and ran full speed tipping over a
fallen branch which tore my trousers and
gave my shin a bad bruise — following me
were nine others, also shouting in chorus.
We reached, where the jeep was, to find
Bhaiyalal shaking and shivering as though he
was in the grip of malaria.

The account of his nightmare that Bhaiyalal
gave us goes like this — "Sir, you saved my
life. Assoon asyou people lefta tiger came
and stood just by my side. | hopelessly tried
to start the vehicle but couldn't, | tried to
blow the horn and put on the lights nothing
happened as the battery was bust. Then |
shouted to you and after hearing the uproar
that you all were making the tiger moved
away, sir. "

| got worried about the safety of my team
members. | hoped that the fire which was
spreading along the river bank would, in all
likelihood, die naturally after reaching the
moist river bank. Thinking this, | ordered
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my team to leave me at Alikatta inspection
hut and proceed to Chchindimatta camp,
stay there overnight and come back to me
early next morning. Chchindimatta is a tall
hillock from where a sizable part of the
park can be seen therefore | had asked the
team to rest there for the night. From there
any fire could be detected easily and they
could have come back to me in time to
embark on another fire fighting expedition.
This plan was executed. The night went off
peacefully and at 5 O'clock in the morning |
heard them coming. When they alighted
from the jeep | could see that all of them
were flustered, when | asked them what
was the cause of their bewilderment they
narrated an interesting tale - while coming
back, at the spot from where we had taken
the turn into the haulage road, they came
face to face with a tigress with two cubs by
her side. | was happy to hear this as sighting
of cubs was good news for the nascent park
but | told Bhaiyalal how lucky he was to
have escaped unhurt yester night - for a
tigress with cubs is unpredictable and had
Bhaiyalal attempted to get down from the
jeep and run he would not have been, in
person, reporting to me the sighting of the
mother tigress and her cubs that morning.
That escape from the tigress got deeply
etched in the psyche of Bhaiyalal and later
culminated in another interesting tale that |
would recount later.
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Dr. Suhas Kumar
Retired Principal Chief Conservator of Forest



Status report on tigers, co-predators and prey
in the Protected Areas of Madhya Pradesh

Wiidlifa management In
Protected areas is indeed a
challenging job for all its
protectors. Strong backing
of sdentific researches and
monitoring provides great
support to decision makers.
As wildlife monitoring is an
Important actvity In any
area, State Forest
Research Institute (SFRI), MP
has published a status report
on tigers, co-predators and
prey In the Protectad Areas
of Madhya Pradesh .The
protocels prescribed by
Widiife Institute of Indla,
Dehradun and National
Tiger Consarvation
Autherity (NTCA) were
fellowed for monitoring. The
data and analysls will furthar
be used for the better
wildlife managemant
practicesnthe State.,
The number of unique tigers
captured in the protected
areas of Madhya Pradesh Is
estimated to be 25]. The
maximum unlqua tlgers

Ne. Mamne of Protected
Aron

EBandhevgarh Tiger Reserve
Kanha Tiger Reserve
Panna Tiger Reserva
Pench Tiger Reserve
Sanjay Tiger Resarve
Satpurs Tiger Reserve

Sub Totxl
Kuno-palpur Wildia Sanctuary

Ratapan| Wildlife Sanctuary
TOTAL
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L

wara recordad In Kanha
Tiger Reserve which Is 83,
followed by Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve (61) and
Pench Tiger Reserve
(50).The overall population
size of Tgers Is estimated to
be 259 ranging from 252 to
331. Tha maximum tigar
density was found In Pench
Tiger Regerve which is
3.8+0.5 per 100 km
followed by Bandhavgarh
and Kanhatiger resarve.

Tiger population estimation
(year 2016) of sbx tiger
resarves of Madhya Pradesh
if compared with earlier tiger
population estimation of
2014 shows an Increasing
trend, though the gap period
is oo small to draw any
concusive inference. Tiger
estimation, 2014{WIl)-
unlqua tigar captura In MP
was 222 with population
ranga of 237 (208-267),
showing 44 unique captures
in Pench {population range
43 (36-49) has Increased to

Tipw satimation 2014

Unique Tiger  Populaton Stee
Captured (Rangs)

&3 (55-71)
B0 (71-50)
17 {17-17)
43 (35-4%)
8 (7-10)
25 (22-30)
237 (08-247)

B. Bzgtxxs

50, population range 53(51-
63). It ks vital to monitor
these source population of
tigers of Madhya Pradash,
using advanced techniques to
comprehend the population
dynamics of tigers over a
period. In Pench Tiger
Raserva, total prey density
per sq km k& 162 {+22.8).
High abundance of prey and
predators has baan obsarvad
in most of the

areas which illustrate the
vitallty of the faunal
assemblage of the state.

Tiger mtimation 20 &

(By Wildife Institute of Indls, Dahradun) (By state Foreat Rasearch Instioute, jabalpur)

UniqueTiger  Populathon Stze
Capared (Rangs)
6l 1.4 (61-85)
83 3.4 (83-104)
2l 23 21-23)
50 53 (51-53)
05 6(6-11)
20 20 20-27)
24| 247 (242-313)
ol I{1-1)
o 11.05 (-17)
251 259 (252-33 1)
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Karmajhiri: A village in transition
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Karrrajhir vilagers mooting Shrl RLF: Singh APCCF (WL) for rekocation
On the way towards Pench National Park in
the central Indlan state of Madhya Pradesh,
traversing through teak dominant woods and
crassing nakas of forast MAant, we
arrive at the striking forest village of
Karmmajhiri.
I(arrrn]hlrl Is a"Van Gram" - a forest village —a
cial amangement established by the
mant In forest areas to asslst the forast
department with their tasks. The village has a
mutually dependent liaison with the Forest
Department as well as with the forests. The
villagers cannot recall how many generations
hrmmaandgnmanmh land. They have
been depending on forests and agriculture for
livalihood sinca as long as they can ramamber
They harvest forest produce like Mahua,
Mahua Gulli, Amla, Chironji and indigenous
medicinal herbs from the jungle. In totality;the
community has lived in harmony with the
surrounding forests and its wild denlzans.

Bxhibiting an ethnic lifestyle of Indian village,
houses with their roomy Aangans, Baadis and
whittied wooden doors amidst the lush green
forests, the village is a picturesque habitat, an
absoluta delight for tha city-dwellars.
Children playing In these houses and women
fatching water from the hand pumps coukd ba
subjects of appreclation for any photography
buff. The residents of Karmajhii are now
explering the option of moving out of the
protected area da:gite their age old
attachrnant with tha forest and the village,
The residents have univocally proposed to
move out of the village under the relocation
policy of the National Tiger Conservation
Authority. The plan gives residents of villages
in tHger rasarvas an optlon to mave out and
resettle at different location whilst being
covered under an economic rehabilitation
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support package provided by the
Government. The decision has been
Instigated dua to many Issues villagers faced
over last three decades.
In the year 1982, the village found itself on the
periphery of a Protected Area, when Pench
was declared a National Park. It had a direct
Impact on the rights of people over the
forests. While once they were free to extract
rasourcas from the park area and graze thair
cattle, the new rules now prohibited them
from any rezource extraction. What had been
a way of |fe suddenly bacame a punishabla
offence under the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, Although they have peripheral area at
thelr dispozal for exercising their Nistaar
rights, the insice of the National Park was
cempletely out of bounds. The paramount
commotion and distress these events created
can alther ba Imaginad or seen In tha eyas of a
handful of the villagers and the Forest
Department staf membars who wera
witness to these events.
The community eventually resorted to newer
of survival and Ivellhood under the
direction of the Forest department leading to
prosperity and satisfaction amongst the
villagers. Today, 35 years since the birth of
Pench National Park, a clean, welcoming
villaga with its network of pukka roads,
tractors, motor bikes and productive
agricultural fiekds are quite a sight to witness
during monsoons.
Effective wildlife conservation and incredible
manageament practices In the park have all led
to Pench been regarded as one of the best
parks in entire nation in terms of
wildlife management. On the periphery of the
eerily silent village of Karmajhiri an owl hoots,
a nightfar calls, and asharp alarm call of a chital
rings through the air: The jungle stirs.
As Pench National Park became wall
protected over the years, the number of wiki
animals increased drastically, 2 direct result of
hard work and dedication of the consarvation
reforms. In addition to the conservation of
wildlife, tha peaple living on tha fringas of
Pench national park have benefitted from
these conservation practices in more ways




than ane. Increasad tourlsm has significantly
centributed to the economic prosperity of the
villagers as one person from almost every
household ks assocated with the park and Is
earning a livelihood from the various avenues
that the tourism In tha National Park created.
Ma eople work as tourist guides,

I-n:v\\rldtiarm\|r 7 labourars In tha park.EuSnrm
own Gypsies for tourist safaris as well.

nd the spurt in economic growth of the
village, ﬂ’iﬂsp;ilu anothar slde of the coin.
While the increasing number of herbivores In
the park is a reason for celebration, it is also a
matter of concemn for the villagers. As sun
goes down, the village is shrouded in silence.
During the farming season, most farmers go
back to the fields to protect their cmﬁm
the ralding wikd animals. The d
increass many folds after the sun goes down.
Wik animals like wilkd pig, Chital, and Sambar,
come down from the forests to on the
farmers' crops. Pench has the highest density
of Chital (Axds axls) among all National Parks In
the country, which also means that the
problem of crop depredation is proportionally
large. A woman shared that In the past,
vegetables like Semni, Tamatar, Baigan, Mirchi
were also grown in the backyard, but
herbivores have found a2 way to eat them as
wall. Villagers are required to stay alart the
entire night, guarding the fields from raiding
harbivores. At times the herds are so hrge
that |t takes a whole group of people to drive
themn away. One elderly man expressed his
concarn saylng that thelr genaration
somehow managed to save some cop for
survival, but younger ganeration won't be able
tedo this.
Encounters with Camivores are also not
unknowr. One chowlddar of tha park shared
his story that while returning late night from
his duty, he has seen Tigers a few timas on the
road. Yet no major accklent has happened In
decades between man and wild
. The reason bahind this could well
be the huge number of prey base that
pradators hava ta choose from.
Ancther dimension to |wing dose to a
National Park is to deal with the death of a wild
animal. Villagars oftan express concarn when
any wild animal is found dead in the vicinity of
thair village. In case of forest related offencas,

forest department has tha discredonary
power which includes power to arrest and
saiza propearty that is illegally collectad from
forest. The villagers claimed to have faced
certain false charges on the basis of suspicion,
which were proved wrong eventually and
accused were released. Fear of false
allegations and bad namae In the community Is
alsc a major concern among the people of
Karmajhiri. The villagers are all ready for
moving out of Karmajhirl. All famllies have
submitted their applications and are now
awalting for the EP mment to begin the
legal relocation process. In the past, many
villages were relocated from the core zane,
Shanta Bal, a village leader, says that people
from nearby villages of Alikatta and Chedia
which were relocatad aariler are now |ving
h life, and the people of her vill
would ai5o ke to lead simla fives. Ralocation
will come with its own set of challenges, but
the decision of people of Karmajhiri is firm.
While leaving a place which has been thelr
home for ions may not be
R B e e
conservation, such is the need of the hour.
There is however, no doubt that apart from
the odd Incident, the village of Karmajhiri and
its people are a fine example of living in
harmony with wild animals.
This Is one example of how the cnus of
consarvation evantually falls on the shouldars
of lkocal communities, and highlights the
importance of their involvement . I
ME? the continuous effort and su|:||:ml-llfI"I:I::::?1"ﬁ1':lhlz|r
Government, both residents of forest villages
and wild life will manage to co-exist as they
have been doing 5o in the past such as this
village which is now in a continuous form of

change.

r
Fitgr

f; >
' 'M
w

Pragati Mandioi
Livellhood Specillst, BCRLIP
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