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Tiger Census and the use of innovative measures

The first phase of All India Tiger Estimation (AITE) began on 5" February 2018 in all the tiger reserves
of Madhya Pradesh. Besides tigers, the population of leopards and other wild and herbivorous
animals were also counted during the census held in four phases between 5" February to 26™
March.The Tiger census held in 2018 includes use of some innovative measures to ensure effective
implementation of the extensive exercise. The innovations include :

« Training imparted by subordinates
Generally whenever such training s
organized, it is senior officials who impart
the trainings. With a view to improve the
understanding of the subordinates, this
time the trainings were conducted by the
subordinates which were attended by the
senior officials. This new initiative drew an
inspiration to the believe that knowledge
sharing can be the best tool for self
amelioration.




Use of Social Media to spread awareness:
The Wildlife wing of the Madhya Pradesh
Forest Department has used social media
to a great extent for spreading awareness
about the All India Tiger Estimation. Social
media platforms like Facebook, Whatsapp
and Youtube have been extensively used
for reaching out to the general public.
The popularity of the facebook page
which is run by the Madhya Pradesh Tiger
Foundation Society is increasing day by
day. On the other side the mersmerizing
videos posted on their youtube channel
have been playing a significant role to
pervade the importance of wildlife and
values of nature.

Photo Credit - Deepak Sankat

Participation of general public : The All India Tiger Estimation (AITE) 2018 is one of its kind
where people were invited from outside (including all age group, profession and gender) to
become volunteer of the exercise. Invitation was given to the people who were interested to be
a part of the programme and training. In the end, a certificate acknowledging the contribution
of each individual was also given. This initiative led to people from all walks of life coming and

lending their support for the cause.
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THE FORSYTH TRAIL - A Unique 3 Day Trek in the Satpura
Forest

More than a hundred years ago, British explorer Captain James Forsyth set off on the same trail
in his earliest explorations of Central India, A walk through this trail will leave one in awe of his
intrepid discoveries that continue to draw the world to the heart of India, to trace his footsteps on a
path fittingly named after him. It is a unique Trekking & Camping experience in the heart of Central
highlands that will satiate one’s craving for spending quality time amidst nature. The trail includes a
visit to the magnificent Satpura Tiger Reserve and a rare opportunity to trek the famous Forsyth Trail
that passes through the pristine forest.



The trek organised by Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Board is a memorable event which was very
successful. People gathered up from all over the country to participate in the trek. During the trek,
delicious food was served amidst the woods. The comfortable tents and camp fire enriched the
experience of staying in night in the jungle of Satpura.




Celebrating 50 Years of Bandhavgarh National Park

Bandhavgarh National Park is widely acclaimed
national park of India located in the Umaria district
of Madhya Pradesh. Bandhavgarh was declared as
national park on 23rd March 1968, with an area
of 105 km2 The buffer is spread over the forest
divisions of Umaria and Katni and totals 820 km?.

Bandhavgarh National Park has a rich historical
past. Prior to becoming a national park, the forest
here had long been maintained as a Shikargah or
game preserve of the Maharajas and their guests.

Bandhavgarh came under the regulations of
government in 1947. The Maharaja of Rewa
had retained the hunting rights and no special
conservation measures were taken until the
area was constituted as a national park. Since
then, numerous steps have been taken to retain
Bandhavgarh National Park as an unspoilted natural
habitat.

This park is very rich in biodiversity. The density
of the tiger population in Bandhavgarh is one of
the highest in India. The park has a large breeding
population of leopards and various species of deer.

This year Bandhavgarh National Park celebrated its
50th anniversary on the 23rd of March.
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International Day of Forests
21st March
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